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FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script

FileMaker 12 remains a powerful platform for building custom database solutions, offering a
comprehensive set of tools for developers to create robust, user-friendly applications. One of the
core strengths of FileMaker 12 is its scripting engine combined with a rich library of functions that
enable automation, data manipulation, and dynamic interface control. For developers,
understanding and effectively utilizing the FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script is
crucial for leveraging the full potential of the platform.

This article provides an in-depth overview of FileMaker 12's scripting functions, how they are
referenced, and best practices for implementing scripts in your database solutions. Whether you're a
seasoned developer or just beginning, mastering these references will improve your efficiency and
the quality of your applications.

Understanding FileMaker 12 Developer Functions and Scripts

FileMaker 12 introduces a flexible scripting environment that allows developers to automate tasks,
validate data, navigate records, and manipulate data objects seamlessly. At the heart of this
environment are functions?predefined operations that perform specific tasks and can be called
within scripts or calculations.

Key Concepts Include:

- Functions: Built-in commands that perform specific operations, such as string manipulation, date
calculations, or logical evaluations.

- Scripts: Sequences of steps that can include calling functions, performing operations, and
controlling application flow.

- References: The way scripts and functions are documented and called within FileMaker,
including syntax, parameters, and behavior.

Understanding the structure of reference functions and how they interact enables developers to
write more efficient, maintainable, and error-resistant scripts.

Core Components of FileMaker 12 Developer Reference Functions
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Script

1. Function Syntax and Structure

Every function in FileMaker 12 follows a consistent syntax:
“plaintext

FunctionName ( parameterl ; parameter2 ; ...)

- Function Name: The specific operation, such as "Get ( CurrentDate )" or "Substitute ( text ;
search ; replace ).
- Parameters: Inputs that modify the behavior of the function; separated by semicolons.

Example:
" plaintext

Left ("Hello World" ; 5)

Returns: ""Hello™

Best Practice: Always consult the official FileMaker 12 Developer Reference for precise syntax and
parameters for each function.

2. Categories of Functions

FileMaker 12 offers functions categorized into various groups, including:

- String functions: "Left’, "Right’, "Substitute™, "Trim"

- Date and Time functions: "Get ( CurrentDate )’, ‘Date ( Year ; Month ; Day )’
- Logical functions: ‘If’, "Case’, "And’, "Or’, "Not’

- Math functions: "Abs’, "Ceiling’, "Floor’, "Mod"

- Summary functions: "Sum’, "Count’, "Average’

- Related Record functions: "RelatedRecord’, "ExecuteSQL"
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- Container functions: "GetContainerAttribute”, “Insert From Device’
- User Interface functions: "Show Custom Dialog’, ‘Refresh Window"

Familiarity with these categories helps in selecting the right functions for specific scripting needs.
Using Reference Functions in Scripts
3. Writing Effective Scripts with Functions
Scripts in FileMaker 12 are composed of script steps, many of which invoke functions directly or

conditionally. Here are common patterns:

- Data validation: Using "IsEmpty’, "Get ( LastError )", or "PatternCount’.
- Data manipulation: Using "Substitute”, "Left’, 'Right’, "Middle", "Trim".
- Conditional logic: Using 'If', "Case’, and combining with logical functions like "And", "Or".
- Navigation: Using "Go to Layout’, ‘Go to Record/Request/Page’, with functions to determine
where to go.
Example Script Snippet:
“plaintext
If [ ISEmpty ( YourTable::Name ) ]
Show Custom Dialog [ "Error” ; "Name field cannot be be empty." ]
Exit Script ]

End If

Set Field [ YourTable::FullName ; Trim ( YourTable::Name ) ]

In this example, the "ISEmpty’, "Show Custom Dialog’, and "Trim" functions are used effectively
within the script to validate and clean data.

4. Referencing Functions in Calculations

Functions are also used within calculation fields, auto-enter calculations, and script steps that
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evaluate expressions.
Best Practices:
- Use "Get ( CurrentDate )" to automatically populate date fields.
- Use "Evaluate ( "Your calculation here" ) when dynamic evaluation is needed.
- Use 'Let functions to improve calculation clarity and efficiency.
Advanced Scripting Techniques with Functions
5. Combining Functions for Complex Logic
Often, simple functions are combined to perform complex operations. For example:
" plaintext
Case (
Get ( CurrentTime ) ? Time (17 ;0;0) ; "Evening";
Get ( CurrentTime ) ? Time (12 ;0; 0) ; "Afternoon” ;

"Morning"

This script determines the time of day based on the current time.
6. Error Handling with Functions

Proper error handling is critical. Use "Get ( LastError )* and functions like “If*, "Try’, and "Case’ to
manage unexpected situations:

“plaintext
Set Error Capture [ On ]

Perform Find [ YourTable::ID = "123" ]
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If [ Get ( LastError) ? 0]
Show Custom Dialog [ "Error" ; "Record not found." ]
Exit Script []

End If

Reference Resources for Developers
7. Official FileMaker 12 Developer Reference Guide
The authoritative resource for all functions and script steps is the FileMaker 12 Developer Reference

Guide, which provides:

- Detailed function descriptions
- Syntax and parameter explanations
- Usage examples
- Notes on compatibility and limitations
Developers should always keep this guide accessible during development.
8. Using the Function List in FileMaker Pro
Within FileMaker Pro, the calculation dialog includes a Function List that offers:
- Autocomplete suggestions
- Quick access to function descriptions
- Parameter hints

Utilize these features to improve scripting speed and accuracy.

Best Practices for Using Functions Effectively

- Document your scripts: Comment complex function calls for future reference.
- Test functions individually: Verify each function works as expected before combining.
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- Optimize calculations: Use "Let’ statements to minimize repeated calculations.
- Handle errors gracefully: Always check for errors after critical operations.
- Stay updated: Keep abreast of new or deprecated functions in newer FileMaker versions.

Conclusion

Mastering the FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script is essential for creating efficient,
reliable, and maintainable database solutions. By understanding the syntax, categories, and best
practices for utilizing functions within scripts, developers can automate complex workflows, ensure
data integrity, and enhance user experience.

Always refer to the official FileMaker documentation and leverage the built-in function list in
FileMaker Pro to streamline development. With a solid grasp of functions and scripting techniques,
you can unlock the full potential of FileMaker 12 to deliver high-quality database applications.

FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script: An In-Depth Guide for Building Robust
Solutions

For developers working within the FileMaker 12 environment, mastering the FileMaker 12
Developers Reference Functions Script is essential to creating efficient, reliable, and scalable
database solutions. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify the core concepts, key functions,
and best practices associated with scripting in FileMaker 12, empowering developers to harness the
full potential of this robust platform.

Introduction to FileMaker 12 Scripting Environment

FileMaker 12 introduced a powerful scripting engine that allows developers to automate tasks,
manipulate data, control user interface flow, and integrate with external systems seamlessly. The
scripting environment is built around a rich set of functions?each designed to perform specific
operations?organized within the context of scripts that can be triggered manually, on a schedule, or
through user interactions.

Understanding the FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script means familiarizing oneself
with the available functions, their syntax, and appropriate use cases. This guide will walk through
essential aspects, including functions, data manipulation, conditional logic, error handling, and best
practices for script development.

The Core of FileMaker 12 Functions: An Overview

FileMaker functions are categorized into various groups based on their purpose:
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- Data functions (e.g., Get, Set, Replace)

- Logical functions (e.g., If, Case, While)

- Summary and aggregate functions (e.g., Sum, Count)
- Date and time functions (e.g., Get(CurrentDate))

- External data functions (e.g., ExecuteSQL)

- User interface functions (e.g., Show Custom Dialog)

Mastering these functions enables developers to write scripts that are both powerful and
maintainable.

Building Blocks: Basic Scripting Concepts
Before diving into specific functions, it?s important to understand the foundational concepts:
Script Steps and Logic

Scripts are composed of script steps that execute in sequence. Each step performs a task, such as
opening a window, setting a variable, or performing a find.

Variables and Data Storage
- Local variables ("Set Variable™) are used for temporary data within a script.
- Global variables ('Set Variable™ with "$$" prefix) persist across sessions until explicitly cleared.
- Fields are used for persistent data stored within the database.

Error Handling

Robust scripts include error checking, typically via "Get ( LastError )" to handle unexpected
conditions gracefully.

Key Functions in FileMaker 12 Scripts
Below are some of the most essential functions in the FileMaker 12 Developers Reference for
scripting:

- Data Retrieval and Manipulation

- Get () Functions:
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"Get ( CurrentDate )" ? retrieves the current date.
"Get ( CurrentTime )" ? retrieves the current time.
"Get (UserName )™ ? gets the current user?s login name.
"Get ( ScriptParameter )" ? retrieves data passed to a script.
- Set Field:
- "Set Field [ Table::Field ; Value ]° ? assigns a value to a field.
- Replace Field Contents:
- "Replace Field Contents [ Table::Field ; Calculation ]* ? replaces data in a field with the result of
a calculation.

- Conditional Logic and Control Flow

- If / Else / End If:

- Implements decision-making logic based on conditions.

- Case:

- Handles multiple conditions efficiently.

- While (introduced in later versions; for FileMaker 12, use recursion or loop structures):

- Looping constructs can be simulated with recursive scripts or using "Loop™ and "Exit Loop If".

- Looping and Repetition

- Loop / Exit Loop If / End Loop:
- Repeats script steps until a condition is met.

- Error Handling Functions

- Get ( LastError ):

- Checks the outcome of the previous script step.

- Set Error Capture [On ] /[ Off ]:

- Controls whether FileMaker captures script errors to prevent dialog prompts.

- External and SQL Functions
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- ExecuteSQL.:
- Executes SQL queries within FileMaker:

ExecuteSQL ( "SELECT Field FROM Table WHERE Condition" ; ™ ; ™)

- Enables powerful data retrieval capabilities beyond traditional find commands.
Practical Application: Building a Sample Script
Scenario: Automate Record Validation and Notification

Suppose you want to create a script that validates input data, updates records accordingly, and
notifies the user of success or errors.

Step 1: Initialize variables

- Set variables for data validation.

Step 2: Validate data

- Use 'If* conditions to check for required fields.

Step 3: Update records

- Use "Set Field" to update data.

Step 4: Error handling

- Use "Get ( LastError )" to verify success.

Step 5: Notify user
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- Use 'Show Custom Dialog" to inform of success or errors.

Sample script outline:

Set Variable [ $recordID ; Value: Table::ID ]

Set Variable [ $newStatus ; Value: "Approved" ]

If [ ISEmpty ( Table::ApprovalNotes ) ]

Show Custom Dialog [ "Validation Error" ; "Approval notes must be provided." ]
Exit Script []

End If

Set Field [ Table::Status ; $newStatus ]

Commit Records/Requests

If [ Get ( LastError) ? 0]

Show Custom Dialog [ "Error" ; "Failed to update record."” ]

Else

Show Custom Dialog [ "Success" ; "Record approved successfully.” ]

End If

This example demonstrates core scripting techniques, including variable management, conditional
logic, data manipulation, and error handling.

Advanced Techniques for FileMaker 12 Developers

Using Looping and Recursion



LOCATION OF ENGINE OIL PRESSURE SENSOR VOLVO FM12 D12D Printab... Vol. 2024, Issue 4

While FileMaker 12 does not natively support "While", scripting can be achieved with "Loop™ and
“"Exit Loop If":

Loop
Exit Loop If [ Condition ]
/I Perform repeated actions

End Loop

Performing Complex Data Retrieval with ExecuteSQL

SQL queries are invaluable for complex data operations:

/I Count number of overdue invoices
Set Variable [ $overdueCount ; Value: ExecuteSQL (

"SELECT COUNT() FROM Invoices WHERE DueDate

Get ( CurrentDate ) ; "Paid")

Dynamic Script Execution

Using "Perform Script™ with parameters allows scripts to be dynamic and reusable:

Perform Script [ ?ProcessRecord? ; Parameter: $recordID ]
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Within "ProcessRecord’, retrieve the parameter:

NN

Set Variable [ $recordID ; Value: Get ( ScriptParameter ) ]

Best Practices for FileMaker 12 Script Development

- Comment thoroughly: Use " to annotate complex logic.

- Modularize scripts: Break complex processes into smaller, reusable scripts.

- Handle errors gracefully: Always check "Get ( LastError )" after critical steps.

- Optimize data access: Use SQL queries where appropriate to improve performance.
- Use variables wisely: Minimize global variables unless necessary.

- Test extensively: Test scripts in different scenarios to ensure robustness.

Conclusion: Mastering the FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script

Understanding and leveraging the FileMaker 12 Developers Reference Functions Script is
fundamental to advanced database development. By familiarizing oneself with core functions,
control structures, error handling, and best practices, developers can craft solutions that are not only
functional but also maintainable and scalable. As FileMaker continues to evolve, the principles
established in version 12 remain vital for creating effective scripts that streamline workflows,
improve user experience, and ensure data integrity.

Whether automating routine tasks, performing complex data manipulation, or integrating with
external systems, a solid grasp of FileMaker?s scripting functions empowers developers to unlock
the full potential of their solutions. Invest time in mastering these tools, and your development
projects will benefit from increased efficiency and reliability.

QuestionAnswer What are some essential functions in FileMaker 12 for developers to streamline
scripting? In FileMaker 12, essential functions include Get ( ScriptName ), Get ( CurrentDate ), Get (
CurrentTime ), and Evaluate(). These functions help developers retrieve script information, manage
date/time data, and execute dynamic calculations within scripts. How does the 'Evaluate()' function
enhance scripting capabilities in FileMaker 12? The Evaluate() function allows developers to
execute a calculation or script stored as text, enabling dynamic script execution and more flexible
automation. This is particularly useful for creating customizable scripts and dynamic calculations.
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Are there any new functions introduced in FileMaker 12 that developers should be aware of? Yes,
FileMaker 12 introduced several new functions such as Get ( WindowName ), Get ( Device ), and
Get ( ScriptParameter ), which provide more control over script execution, device-specific data, and
passing parameters to scripts. What are best practices for referencing files and scripts within
functions in FileMaker 127 Best practices include using relative paths or container fields for file
referencing, leveraging the Get ( ScriptName ) and Get ( ScriptParameter ) functions for passing
data, and avoiding hard-coded paths to ensure portability and maintainability. How can developers
use scripting functions to improve user interaction in FileMaker 12? Developers can utilize functions
like Show Custom Dialog, Get ( CurrentRecordNumber ), and Get ( RecordNumber ) within scripts to
create dynamic user prompts and navigation controls, enhancing overall user experience. What
resources are recommended for learning about FileMaker 12 functions and scripting references?
The official FileMaker 12 Developer's Guide, FileMaker Community forums, and third-party tutorials
are excellent resources for in-depth understanding of functions and scripting best practices in
FileMaker 12. How do script references and functions differ in their roles within FileMaker 12
development? Script references are used to initiate specific sequences of actions, while functions
are built-in or custom formulas that perform calculations or retrieve data. Together, they enable
powerful automation and data manipulation within FileMaker solutions.
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